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Although the Middle Beet frttu the NILE to tho CASPIAN, It now oonvulsed by 

nail onall st agitation, nations In the Western jse nee are a one thing new to thla area, 

a political invention copied fran BUBO PE. Until quite reoent tinea, the Middle 

♦ 

Boat waa organised In the fbrrn of successive empires under whloh ware religloufl 
and 8000 tines racial oocsnunltlea. The close association of Churoh and 8tate under ' 
the BTIANTIHB Bapire was suooeeded by the identifioatlon undor the Arabs and later 
under the Turks of the CALIPH, the ohief roll ^ qua leader of ISLAM, with the 8ultan, 
the head of the empire. 

This inter-twining of polltloe and religion, due partly to tho nature of 

Islam as on all -embracing religion affecting law and social behaviour as well as 

personal ethlos, ms partly diminished by the rise of modem ideas of secular 

national!®. But nevertheless, Islanio religious leaders have continued to play 

a big part In modern Middle East poll ti os and in its reoent nationalist movements* 

Xn some oases, as vith the Moslem Brotherhood whloh has taken an aotlve port In 

tho reoorrt terrorist oampalgn against the British in Egrpt, and with the 

Ielamlo extremists of AYATOLLAH KASHANI in fbrela, national!® is combined with 

a fanatical Ialnmlo revival! m. m other oases , as with the o»4tuftl of Jerusalem, 

HU AMIN AL HUSSEIN, the veteran Palo st i no Arab 1 rebel loader who has been !. 

a thorn In Britain's flash In tho Arab world for the last thirty years, 

religious influence is mainly important as a weapon for advancing the nationalist 

can® and Is not primarily an end in Itself* Tho Palo stlne Arab group whloh 

acknowledged the ex-Muftl's leadership Included Christians as well as Muslims* 

The secretary of the party was a Christian Arab, BOLE CBQUHT, 8oe 2, 
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The prestige whloh the ox-Muftl enjoyed among the Palestine Arabs was due partly 
to hie rooord os on early rebel, and partly to hie bolon^ng to one of the two 
leading and rival Muslin foal lies, the Hus eelnls and the HABEAS HIB 18, who were 
for Aral Palestine what the MONTAGUE^ and the CAPQLET8 were for VERQHA, But there 
ie also no doubt that his authority was greatly inoroated by hie reli^out position 
as Ifcifti of Jerusalem - Jerusalem being Asian's third holiest city after Ml OCA and 
ME HI HA, since It Is from the root now ooverod by the beautiful Moeque of OMAR that 
the prophot M0HAMM3D io said to have totem off on hie horee to henvon * 

For HaJ Amin's election to this position the British themselves were lroc^oally 
<raou£i responsible* still noro lronioolly the ohief responsibility was that of a 
British Jew, SIR KBFBERT SAMUEL (now lord Sesnusl) who Was the first H|£i 
Cocsalaslonor of Palestine when Britain was granted the mandate* 

Born In 1099, En.j An In had been eduoated In CAIRO, JBRUEAIA4 and 00H8TAHTIB0FLB , 
and In tho First 7orld Warms a young offloor In the Turkish A toy* He deserted the 
Turkish Amy to Join In the Arab revolt led by MR FBI8AL and T*B* LAHHBWCE, and 
after (FI old Marchnl Lord) ALLEKBY ad driven the Turks out of Jorusalen in IflQLT 
he baoecio a roorultlng offloor for Feleal r s Arab Awqr* 

The publication by the British Oovenseent of the BALFOUR Declaration premising 
the Jews a National Hone In Palestine, the revelation of the 8TXBi-PX00T agreement 
for the oarvlng-up of the former Turkish poseessione in the Near Hast between B ritain* 
Fran oo and Hue ole., and the oxrrjsion of Bair Pel sal from 8yrla by the Fronoh Ansy, 
caused bi .rtcr dicllluslon among tho Arabs, who had been led to believe that the 
Allies would glvo thorn their Independenoe after the Turks had been driven out* 

The belief, had also boon enoouragsd by President Wilson' e p road sob Bf "sslf- 
deteralnattcn". 

In Palsotlne thoro was growing agitation against the Balfour Declaration 
and the Zionist novonont, culminating In 1920 In serious riots* For tala part in 
instigating thoeo rtete, HaJ Amin was arrested by tho'Britleh military 
administration and condemnod to life Impriaonaont, 

When Sir Horbort Scmuel bo came the first Hl£i Ccex&lssloner for Palestine, HaJ 
Anin was released and Sir Herbert backed his election os Grand Mufti of Jerusalem In 
1921, In the following year HaJ Amin beoame head af the Supremo Moslem Council* 
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Thla body had undor Its control large funds fron religious endonnanti for the use • 

of whioh It was not obliged to give very detallod aocourtt to the Goverroent* 

was partly from this souroe that HaJ A min was able to finanoe his polltloal 

activities during the following yoars. 

He continued to be a bitter opponent of the Zionists and of the British 

administration for permitting continued Zionist iml gratlon. Persecutions in Burop* 

drove more and more Jove to take refuge in PALESTINE in the * thirties* Arab 

agitation grew ae tho immigration figures mounted. HnJ As4n was dlmlssed by the 

British fron the Supreme Moslem Council, but vaa oho sen ohaiman of the Arab Higher 

Committee in rhioh rival *rob parties agreed to oooperete* 

The Arab agitation flarod Into open revolt and there was guerilla war in the 

Palestine hlUc between the rebel® and the British Axmy* The Arab High ^oanitftee 

was deolarod Illegal and Ha J Amin's arrest was ordered* B^t he esoaped under the 

noses of the troops and police sent to arrest hln and fled to RAMASCTJS* He was 

granted refuge in STRIA and then in the LEBANON, both still under Prenoh mandatory 

control, and continued t? direct rebel aotivltles In Palestine from exile * 

Uhbrtly after the outbreak of tho Seoond rf orld tT a r f HaJ Amin tranaferred Ms 

headquarters to BAGDAD and took an active part In the Os man-4 nspl red coup d*etat 

of RASHID All, whloh was crashed by British military intervention In 1M1* from IRAQ 

he fled to PEP3IA and later to CEFMANY. During his period in *ruq and Barela he 
had 

may have/oontcct with AY/.T0IV-TKASHA5I, the Persian pernio nationalist firebrand, 
originally an Irani who wan expelled by the British for lnsdrreot ionary 
aotivltles In the 'twenties and vent to Persia* Their oomaon hatred of the British 
might have oomponsated for the fact that they are leaders in rival sects of Zslem* 
Hashani's being a SHI' A and HaJ Amin the more orthodox SUNNI Moslem* 

The Germans and Italians had been making a vigorous propaganda effort in the 
Middle East In the years immediately bofore the war* ‘The Palestine affair was their 
chief targot and Axis ame and money are sold to have helped hoop the Arab revolt going* 
The Geraana had ctvlous attractions as possible Allies, being both anti-British and 
antl-Jewish, Tho arrival of the Mufti in Axis Europe was a valuable addition to the 
waiwtlae propaganda armoury of the Axis. His name was greatly used in . Axis 
propaganda to the Arabs and he himself broadoast from BERLIN and BARI oooaslonally* 

He was also ucod by the Gasmans to assist the roorultlng of BOSNIAN Moslem units 
to flg)lt against TITO'S partisans in YUGOSLAVIA. 
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But even With Hie Mufti' a iwuae Axle propaganda achieved almost nothing efcong 
the Palestine Arabe during tho war, Tho canblnatlon of British praalaoa undor the 
White Paper roatrictlng Jowlah im&l grot Ion, and of occparattvo proaporlty duo to 
Allied military oxpendlturo, kept tho Palestine Arab* quiet and oooporattve# 

But if tho Mufti* a exhortation® to revolt wore not followed, ho efclU oocmpled even 
in exllo a prominent plaoo in tho mlnde of tho Arab poasontry, 

Aftor tho collapeo of Go many, tho Mufti woe next hoard of os undor house— arrest 
In PARIS In 194 5, A year lator ho was book In tho Middlo Boat after an oaonpo 
the method of T.'hl oh la at 111 obscure, Ho acoohow reached MARSEILLES f red Pari a and 
f red tho ro oroesod tho Mediterranean to BEIRUT and thonoo to EGYPT, Aooordlng to 
one thoory hi a oaoapo waa oonnlvod at by the Fronoh In ordor*to ombarraea the 
British In the Middle Boat aa a revonge for Britlah Intervention In Syria wfeloh led to 
the withdrawal of the French from the IiJVAHT ofttor tho bombardment of DAMASCUS in 1945* 
Be was forbidden to rotum to Palestine! then Still undor Britlah mandato, but 
he was made ohainmn In absentia of tho revived Arab Higi Comlttoo whose members would 
go down to Egypt to consult with him on Important deolalone* 

In CAIRO he took hi a plaoo among tho other pr eminent Arab ojdlos, robels and 
polltloal advonturora, including anothor oeoapoe, tho fonoua Moroooan robol leader ^ 
ABU EL KRIM, gathe rod t boro undor tho patronage of Egypt and tho Arab Loapuo, 

The Palestine war In 1948 brought tho disruption of tho always shaky polltloal 
organisation of tho Paloatlno Arabs, A oonforenoe of Paloatlno Arab representatives 
at JERICHD voted for tho union of Arab Paloatlno with ABDULLAH'S Kingdom of TRAHSOOEDAH* 
But at tho sono time two othor rival groups aot thomsolvoa up aa Palestine Arab 
"Oovormente” in DAMASCUS and QA ZA, The Gata Uovormont" hod tho support of the 
Mtffcl end of Egypt. Tho Egyptians saw in HAJ AMIH a weapon against Slug Abdullah* • 
plans for expanding hi a Kingdom by tho incorporation of Arab Paloatlno, Egypt 
reeentod Abdullah* a ohallonge to hor supremacy ineido tho nrob Loague and 
Egyptian nationalist a hated him for hie allianoo with tho British* 

But Abdullah had his way and established his now enlarged kingdom of Jordan* 

The Daaoeoue * , Govoririent n soon oollopaed and the pro-Mufti Casa Govoranent 
continued to exist cn paper only. 
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King Abdullah ondod HnJ Anln's rl#*t to tho tltlo of M^ftl - whloh till than 
ho had novor lost - by appointing a now Mufti of Jorusalac, a fornor Qilaf Jurtio© 
of tho Moslan rollglous courts, SHSIKH HUSBIN IARALIAH, 

In Cairo, from his villa on tho outskirts of tho olty, tho Mufti oonttnaod 
his intrigues, Boforo long he tart a now ally, A dlegnintled Jordanian offloor 
from Abdullah 1 a Arab Lorton naood Colonel ABDULLAH KL TKL arrived in Egypt, 

Ho had boon military govomor of Arab Jorusalem and had resided his ocanisslon 
aftor being denied r. co voted pronotion. He was drawn into tho anti-Abdullah 
network. 

In July last year oan o the ollnax of long soorot plotting. As King Abdullah 
was Leaving the EL AQSA Mo ©quo in Jerusalen aftor prayers ho was shot doad by an 
Afrob gumnn, a Jorueolom tailor. The six non who woro lator triad for ths 
assassination ihcluded the ox-Mufti* s nophow, MDBA EL HDSEXHI, a young sum prominent 
in Jorusolom soolety, Tho pro so out ion traoed the plot book to Abdullah SI Tel and 
by Implication to the ox-ttiftl, Musa El Huselnl was one of the fbur aooused 
oondaaned to dooth and hangod • 

Although HaJ Anin still has his supporters and agents In Arab Palostino, 
now ^ostom Jordan, his nano isa logond that Is losing Its foroo, ISs fa Haro to 
provide any offeotlvo loadershlp during the Palo stine war and tho disastrous 
ro suite of tho Paleetlne affair for nearly a million Palestinian A mb rafugoos, 

Havo led to a deollne in his Influonoo, But In troublod t&xx>s ho may still Be a 
foroo to bo rookoned with. As It shown by Ms instigation of terrorist attacks on 
Ms Arab rivals as woll as on tho British and Jowe In oarllor days In Palestine, 
he Is an unscrupulous, ruthless and fanatical nan. Ruthless boss added to 
extras© ambition and also, It must be said, to a go nut no enough nationalist ardour, 
makes a danrproue otmbl nation. If ohaos comes to tho Mlddlo Bast, tho oa*Muftt 
nay yet, if ohly briefly, ooxoo into hie own, OFHB OOPTHIQHT 


